Statement by the Prime Minister of Bhutan, Lyonpo Kinzang Dorji on the Occasion of the UN Day celebration (24 October, 2007)
Venerable Dorji Lopen, Excellencies,
Mr. Nicholas Rosellini, Resident Coordinator of the UN,

Distinguished Heads and Officials of the UN agencies,

Dashos,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

I am honored to be here with you all to celebrate the special occasion of the 62nd Anniversary of the United Nations. On this day, I would like to convey the warm felicitations of the people and the Government of Bhutan to the United Nations fraternity. My warm wishes specially go out to the UN officials, staffs and volunteers serving in the country. 
The institutionalization of United Nations has been one of the most symbolic accomplishments in the history of mankind for bringing the global community together for a better world by espousing international peace, security and development. Since its inception, the UN has served as a beacon of hope for millions of people around the world seeking everlasting peace and shared prosperity. 
Today presents another opportunity for all to review the performance of the organization, which brings into light an impressive list of achievements towards the cause of human advancement. Yet again, our world is far from the safe haven envisaged by the founding fathers of the United Nations. Nonetheless, it is unquestionably clear that UN has made tremendous progress, despite its limitations, in strengthening the rule of law in international affairs, promoting respect for human rights, preventing many conflicts through peaceful means, forging friendly relations between nations, thereby enhancing global peace, security and development. 
It is the organization that is rightly motivated by moral and humanitarian needs of the world’s poorest and over the years it has played a significant role in maintaining a steady flow of funds to poorer nations. Such efforts have culminated in the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals that address some of the most critical areas of human development. For the first time inputs of the richer countries are considered alongside the objectives of the poorer nations thereby setting values for both the developed and the developing nations in making unprecedented efforts towards meeting the needs of the poorer citizens of the global community. 
It is the organization that truly measures the firm commitment and conviction of all the member nations to this great body that represents the noble ideals of freedom, equality, justice and peace.
I take this opportunity to reaffirm our faith and commitment in the United Nations, and pledge ourselves to uphold the principles and purposes of the United Nations as enshrined in its Charter. The universal relevance of UN and its capacity to deliver has become more compelling against the background of global challenges. It is my belief that United Nations will continue to represent the aspirations of the entire human family for a better tomorrow.  
In concluding, I would like to express the heartfelt appreciation and gratitude of the people and the Government of Bhutan to the United Nations Systems and its devoted team of officials and staff, past and present, for the invaluable contributions made towards enhancing the happiness of the needy peoples of the world. In particular, I would like to thank the UN officials based in Bhutan for their contributions in Bhutan’s socio-economic development. 
I would like to invite all to join me in lighting the butter lamps to pay tribute to all the family members of United Nations, who have made crucial  sacrifices in service of humanity. Let us also pray for a more peaceful and harmonious world.
My warm Tashi Delek to all gathered here on the occasion of the UN day. 

