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United Nations Day is a special occasion for every member of the United Nations family, and for everyone who believes in the ideals of our Organization. It is a day when we rededicate ourselves to the values and principles for which this world body was formed sixty-two years ago. This year’s commemoration also marks an important watershed for Bhutan and the world as we reach the midpoint in achieving the Millennium Development Goals and as the country stands on the verge of parliamentary democracy.
At the Millennium Summit in 2000, world leaders pledged a world where all children complete their elementary education; a world where people have access to safe drinking water, and families are protected from deadly diseases like malaria; a world where nations work together to tackle global warming. Above all, leaders promised a world where people are no longer condemned to a life of extreme poverty. 

Our global scorecard is mixed. While there have been visible and widespread gains, shortfalls are most severe in sub-Saharan Africa. Even regions that have made substantial progress, including parts of Asia, face challenges in areas such as health and environmental sustainability. Most generally, the lack of employment opportunities for young people, gender inequalities, rapid and unplanned urbanization, deforestation and high HIV prevalence are pervasive obstacles.
Bhutan - despite the many challenges it faces as a landlocked developing country – is making impressive progress. Bhutan has already achieved three of the MDG indicators and is on track to meet most of the other targets. However, this is no reason for us to be complacent. Strong efforts are still required to meet some of the MDG targets.
Nearly one-third of Bhutan’s population still lives below the poverty line. At present, this is concentrated in the rural population. Instances of localized chronic food insecurity are found, mainly among landless farmers and wage earners. Seasonal food shortages remain a concern for many families, mainly during the pre-harvest period. These considerable income and food insecurity disparities across the country underline the importance of targeted interventions for poverty reduction. 

Reducing rural poverty as well as generating employment opportunities for the increasing urban population, requires continued strong economic performance and a focus on inclusive growth. 
With an appropriate enabling environment to encourage its expansion and to promote its competitiveness, the private sector has an important role to play. The development of micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) is especially important for employment and income-generating opportunities, especially for youth and women in rural areas. The Royal Government’s concerted efforts to the development of the private sector and MSMEs needs to be backed by a comprehensive policy to ensure its impact and sustainability.

In the social sector, education is recognized as a basic right and as a condition for achieving social, cultural and economic goals as articulated in the concept of Gross National Happiness. While Bhutan is on track to achieving the MDG goal of universal primary education, there are areas that require further improvement. Improving the quality of education, increasing access to schools, and improving school facilities are some of these challenges. 

Bhutan’s biggest successes in the last four decades of development have been in the health sector. Primary health care coverage today stands at more than 90 percent, and the life expectancy rate has risen to 66 years from 37 years in 1966. While the number of malaria cases and deaths are generally declining, tuberculosis remains a public health threat, including in relation to HIV and AIDS. The main challenge will be to ensure that the population has necessary knowledge as well as access to basic prevention services.

Bhutan is one of the few countries in the world that contributes very little to climate change and global warming. But this does not spare it from the devastating consequences. Bhutan’s sustained progress in the preservation of its environment deserves further support to reinforce efforts to mitigate and adapt to the impact of climate change. 
On this United Nations Day, let us re-dedicate ourselves to helping Bhutan make progress on the pressing issues of our time, building on achievements along the way. The UN Secretary-General in his message on UN Day has stated “we must transform the UN itself.  We must adapt to meet new needs, and ensure the highest standards of ethics, integrity and accountability, so as to demonstrate that we are fully answerable to all Member States and to people around the world.”

Your Excellency, distinguished guests, ladies and Gentlemen

I would now like to touch upon the process of democratization in Bhutan. 

Bhutan has made significant strides toward further promoting a system of governance that is responsive and accountable to the people, through series of political reforms aimed at decentralization and democratization. The country will undergo major political transition with the adoption of the Constitution in 2008. 
This will bring about fundamental changes in the governance system and will invariably pose numerous challenges, including the need to enhance people’s participation to ensure a vibrant democracy.

While many are anxious about the changes, great care and planning has gone into developing the framework for democracy. The risks people are concerned about are not intrinsic to democracies, which can often be more robust at handling change and other challenges. What is needed is a strong system of checks and balances and accompanying institutions. Bhutan has already established many of the new systems and institutions needed to support democratic governance and the UN stands ready to continue support in this regard. 

Individual citizens also need to be aware of their rights and responsibilities which may require further ongoing civic education to enable people to participate actively in public decision making. 
The foundation of parliamentary democracy is inclusive, free and fair elections. Therefore, capacity development in all relevant agencies both at the national and local levels is crucial to ensure democratic governance and rule of law. At the same time, public information on the functioning of the democratic system and its institutions will remain important for some time to come.

An important advantage for Bhutan is the strong political will of the Government to make decentralization work by empowering the people to promote good governance through a transparent, efficient and accountable system. 

In line with this, the role of the media should be enhanced so that it plays a constructive role in the success of democracy. With media, access to information and knowledge are crucial components to ensure that people take informed decisions that will eventually lead to an efficient delivery of services and democratic governance. 
The emerging civil society organizations in Bhutan need to be strengthened to enable them to carry out their important function to provide checks and balances. 
The United Nations considers democratic governance central to the achievement of human development. On this United Nations Day, I would like to re-dedicate the continued support of the UN to meet these priorities as Bhutan moves towards a democratic constitutional monarchy in 2008. Democratic governance is a central thrust of UN’s support to the Government of Bhutan, and we stand ready to assist you in the best possible way. 
Last but not the least, on behalf of all my UN colleagues, I would like to express our deepest appreciation to the Royal Government for this symbolic ceremony. The lighting of a thousand butter lamps and prayers for world peace and prosperity on UN Day is very special. 

Thank you and Happy United Nations Day.
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