Statement by Mr. Nicholas Rosellini, Resident Coordinator of UN System in Bhutan at the ground breaking ceremony for the new UN House
29 December 2005, Thimphu
Excellencies, Dashos, members of the clergy, UN colleagues, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great honour and privilege for me to participate at the ground breaking ceremony for the new UN House in Bhutan.
At the very outset, I would like to extend on behalf of the UN system in Bhutan, our heartfelt gratitude to the Royal Government for its unstinting support with the new UN House. 
The Government, through its related ministries and departments has been assisting the UN System since 2003 in relation to the UN House; starting with the assessment of the present UN building in the aftermath of the March 2003 earthquake, followed by the detailed seismic assessment in 2004.

As we gather for this sacred ceremony today, we are seeing the fruits of the long partnership between the Royal Government and the UN House agencies over the last two years. This would not have been possible without the strong support and cooperation of the Ministry of Works and Human Settlement and its departments including the City Corporation.
A UN House provides common premises at the country level for UN agencies. A common UN premise is an important component of the UN Secretary-General's Reform Programme. 
It is an effective means of reducing costs and increasing efficiency and coordination of UN operations at the country level.

To date, there are 58 officially designated UN Houses worldwide. I am happy to report that the present UN building in Thimphu was among the first few designated UN Houses globally. 
The new UN House will serve as a hub for resident UN agencies in Bhutan. We expect that working together in common premises will facilitate closer cooperation in our programming and help us provide more effective support to the Royal Government in meeting its MDG targets. We also expect to make it a model by implementing a green office strategy while at the same time ensuring that it is IT-friendly.

We have much to do in the coming months to finalize arrangements for this site. But, I am confident that with the support, guidance and cooperation of the Royal Government, we will be able to complete this new structure within the stipulated time and resources. 

Finally, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to all our distinguished guests for taking time off their busy schedule to be with us at this sacred ceremony today. I know most of you have had a busy morning with several events taking place. 

Once again, I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to the Minister, Ministry of Works and Human Settlement and staff for all your support and help in organizing this wonderful event.

Thank you and Tashi Delek.
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