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Distinguished guests
Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
It is a great honor to be here in Wangdi today at this important event – the observation of the World Population Day, where we will re-ensure our commitment to advance women’s empowerment and ensure universal access to reproductive health by 2015. 
Family planning is a right - let’s make it real. 

Being able to plan how many children to have, and when to have them is a recognized human right, which shall protect the women of our society. But Family Planning gives our society more than that. 

· It also contributes to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal to eliminate extreme poverty,

· It contributes to maternal health
· It contributes to keeping our babies and children healthy,

· And it finally enhances the chances that all our children in future are well educated.

This can be achieved if all men and women of Bhutan are committed to planning their family life, and stop having too many babies, or having them too early or too late in their lives. 
Women and men, who plan their family are actively playing a role in the fight against poverty – because women, who can plan their future, can create space for furthering their education and for entering the labour market. Family planning can therefore contribute to breaking the cycle of poverty of the family. 

Family planning also saves lives, and we can not accept that mothers’ die from infections or post delivery diseases, which could easily have been treated. The sad reality is, however, that pregnant women in developing countries still are dying every day; and that one in three deaths related to pregnancy and child birth could be avoided if women who wanted effective contraception had access to it, and if the women had access to skilled attendance at birth. 

Family planning is about ensuring that mothers and new born babies of Bhutan are healthy. But Family Planning is also about considering the future of the babies, who are the future of Bhutan. The fewer children a family has, the greater are the resources the family can devote to each child. And with more resources to each child, the greater are the chances that the children are well-fed and healthy, but also that the education and living standards – which shape the children’s lives – increase.  

Bhutan has over the last decades seen a tremendous improvement in family planning. In 1990 the number of children born per adult woman was almost 6, whereas the number in 2006 was down to 2.3. The family planning programmes have contributed to this decrease in the number of children per woman.
According to the National Health Survey, Bhutan has also seen a remarkable improvement in skilled birth attendant rate in the recent years. In year 2000 only 23 % of the births were attended by a skilled person, and basic health clinics were only found in 4 districts. In 2007, after the government had initiated a programme ensuring that 18 districts had basic medical services, the number of women delivering with the attendance of a skilled birth attendant had increased to 54%.

With this trend, there is a good chance that Bhutan will achieve the Millenium Development Goal and ensure reproductive health by 2015. 

I will, however, like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that there are individual human lives behind these figures, and that it is our responsibility jointly to accelerate the action, so that no pregnant woman, mother or wife dies because they did not have access to family planning or obstetric care. This, we have to do by ensuring that the women and men of Bhutan, whom we still haven’t reached, get access to information and services for family planning, so that they are allowed to realize their right to determine the number, spacing and timing of their children – and so that the families can invest in the children of Bhutan.
Let me end by quoting the former Secretary General of the UN, Mr. Kofi Annan, who said that: 

“The Millennium Development Goals, particularly the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger, cannot be achieved if questions of population and reproductive health are not squarely addressed. And that means stronger efforts to promote women's rights, and greater investment in education and health, including reproductive health and family planning".  
The UN system pledges its commitment to support the Government of Bhutan to ensure better that women are empowered, and that everyone gets access to family planning and reproductive health. 
Family planning is a right - let’s make it real.      Thank you and Tashi Delek
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