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Colleagues  
Ladies & Gentlemen

GOOD MORNING!

I am extremely happy to be here this morning to be part of this Inception Workshop on the Promotion of Culture-Based Creative Industry for Poverty Reduction and Community Vitalization. 

As we are aware, it was during the First Summit of the BIMSTEC held in Bangkok in July 2004 when the then Prime Minister of Bhutan proposed that “culture” should be included as one priority sector of cooperation of this sub-regional grouping. And it is only befitting that a country which has always accorded high priority to its culture take the lead in this area. 

Bhutan’s Concept Paper for cultural cooperation was adopted at the First BIMSTEC Ministerial Meeting on Culture held in Paro last May. Popularly known as the Paro Initiative, it now serves as a roadmap for social-economic progress and cooperation driven by culture industries in the BIMSTEC region.
The United Nations is concerned at the challenge of jobless growth throughout the region.  It is particularly important to identify means of economic growth that generates decent jobs and avoids widening income gaps.  Inclusive growth and equitable income distribution are prerequisites to sustained economic growth in the process of development. Culture-based creative industries have an important role to play in this regard.

Culture industries are income-generating initiatives based on activities such as handicrafts, textiles, music and dance, oral traditions among others. Because cultural knowledge and skills are prevalent among all Bhutanese, rural and less-educated Bhutanese can participate in cultural industries for sustainable livelihood. And I am confident that this project while promoting economic growth by providing the Bhutanese with various income generating activities, will, at the same time, strengthen and take forward cultural traditions. 

UNDP along with other UN agencies like UNESCO have been privileged to be part of the first ministerial meeting on culture which was an astounding success not only in terms of outlining a clear way forward for implementing the BIMSTEC culture mandate but also for beautifully showcasing Bhutan’s unique cultural heritage.

We are happy to be continuing this partnership with the Royal Government so that activities such as the cultural resource mapping and baseline survey, which constitute building blocks towards the establishment of the BIMSTEC Cultural Industries Commission and Cultural Observatory called for under the Paro Initiative are realized. 

The UN is a family of many agencies, working together to provide holistic support to our partners. Hence, for this joint UN supported project we have UNESCO providing the technical support to execute the cultural resource mapping and to conduct the survey on culture industries. UNIDO, our industrial development agency, will support the inclusion of an entrepreneurial and business angle into the existing vocational training curricula. 
UNDP will support the establishment of systems to monitor and recognize craft excellence, setting up linkages between rural community producers and marketing agents and upgrading the design and production of the textile sector. 

As the first project of its kind in the country that links the development of the cultural industry to reducing poverty and community vitalization - the achievement of the project objective will require effective as well as creative collaboration between all stakeholders concerned. 
I have no doubt that this first inception workshop will succeed in providing the project’s own road map towards achieving this objective. 

TASHI DELEK !
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