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Hon’ble chief guest – Speaker of the National Assembly of Bhutan, Your Excellency Dasho Ugyen Dorji, Royal Advisory Councillors, Dasho Dzongda, members of the DYT and GYT from Haa and Paro, commission members of the NCWC, distinguished guests Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a great honour and privilege for me to participate at today’s briefing for parliamentarians and local leaders of Haa and Paro on these two important UN conventions. 
This briefing is taking place at an important juncture in Bhutan – when nationwide consultations are taking place on the draft Constitution of Bhutan. As you are aware, the comprehensive rights and responsibilities of the Bhutanese people have been prescribed in the draft constitution. 

Let me briefly focus on the Convention of the Rights of the Child. 

The CRC is a universally agreed set of standards and obligations, which place children center-stage in the quest for a just, respectful and peaceful society. 

It spells out the basic human rights for all children, everywhere, all the time: the right to survival; to develop to the fullest; to protection from harmful influences, abuse and exploitation; and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life.

Bhutan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 30 May 1990. Today, 140 countries have signed the Convention. No other human rights instrument has amassed such a level of support in so short a time. 
The Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) which Bhutan ratified on 31 August 1981 is needed to address the effects of long-standing and pervasive discrimination against women. 
Women and girls are still the poorest, least educated, most unhealthy, marginalized segment of the world’s population in many parts of the world. These factors intensify women’s poverty, heighten their vulnerability to violence, increase their health risks and undermine their human rights. 
Your Excellency, Dashos, ladies and gentlemen – 
Several studies including Bhutan’s first report on the implementation of the CEDAW have found that Bhutanese women, although enjoying a high status in society, did suffer subtle form of discrimination at home and in the work place. The number of women holding senior management positions is comparatively small. Female membership in the National Assembly, district development committees and block development is low. 
A traditional lack of education for girls has lead to a significant disadvantage for women who lag behind in the developmental process. Although enrollment of girls in primary schools was high, the percentage dropped sharply at the secondary and university level. 

The Royal Government of Bhutan realizes that gender equality and women’s participation in good governance are crucial for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Bhutan has always laid emphasis on children’s wellbeing driven by the vision and wise leadership of His Majesty the King that the future of the nation lies in the hands of the children.  
The establishment of the National Commission for women and children as the first national institution responsible for issues related to women’s and children’s rights, the setting up of RENEW to educate and rehabilitate disadvantaged women, are some of the steps taken to ensure women’s and children’s further improvement in their social standing. 
To take this process forward, Bhutan’s parliamentarians and local leaders have a crucial role to play. 
It is essential to create awareness among the communities of the importance of ensuring further improvement in the lives of Bhutanese women and children.  We all need to work together to provide a safe and secure world for our children and facilitate the full participation of women in all aspects of the economic, social, political and cultural life of their communities and nation. This is essential to help Bhutan achieve its development philosophy of Gross National Happiness. The United Nations is fully committed to support the efforts of the Royal Government in this endeavour.
With these words, I would like to wish you all a successful and fruitful discussion today. 

Thank you and Tashi Delek.
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