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Hon’ble Secretaries, 
Dashos, 
Representatives from International Agencies, 

Members of MDG Assessment Scoping Mission

Ladies and Gentlemen.
It gives me great pleasure to be here at this workshop on the Millennium Development Goals Needs Assessment and costing in Bhutan. The undertaking of the MDG Needs assessment and costing is yet another milestone amongst many others which clearly spells out the Royal Government’s commitment towards achieving the MDGs in Bhutan. 
It is noteworthy to mention here that this initiative follows others such as the successful production of two MDG progress Reports highlighting the progress made to date as well as the challenges involved in achieving the MDGs by 2015; and the identification of poverty reduction as the main development thrust for the country’s 10th Five Year Plan, indicating the importance given by the Government towards aligning the MDGs with national development priorities. 
As evident from the second MDG Progress Report launched in 2005, Bhutan’s progress in terms of attaining the MDGs has been commendable. Excellent progress has been made in terms of enhancing access to safe drinking water and sanitation, in ensuring improved basic health care and equitable primary education, as well as in ensuring the long-term sustainability of the environment. In fact, three MDG targets have already been attained in these areas. While the Report indicates that Bhutan is largely on track to achieve possibly all the goals by 2015, given the country’s context and characteristics, it is obvious that strong efforts are still required to meet most of the targets. 
In view of the anticipated increase in expenditure on institutional infrastructure in the coming years, maintaining the current level of development and keeping the country on track in terms of the attainment of the MDGs calls for special attention. 
The strong commitment of the Royal Government towards the achievement of the MDGs was also well-received by the donor community during Bhutan’s Roundtable Meeting convened in Geneva this February. It was during the RTM that the Government acknowledged and highlighted the need to undertake a more comprehensive assessment of what needs to be done to achieve the MDGs, and which constraints required specific attention towards effectively achieving the MDGs in Bhutan, including possible public investment and resourcing implications.

Responding to this interest, Bhutan is now one of the countries who will be supported under the “Integrated Package of Services” - a global strategy initiated by UNDP which provides assistance to developing countries in incorporating MDGs into Poverty Reduction Strategies and National Plans. The Integrated Package, which is in line with the UN efforts in harmonization, provides also an opportunity to integrate the work of UN agencies, funds and programmes around an MDG based national development agenda. The undertaking of MDG needs assessment is an important component of the support provided.

The Planning Commission, in collaboration with the UN Country Team (UNCT), is taking the lead in undertaking a MDG Needs Assessment to inform national development planning, including the ongoing preparation of the 10th FYP.

To initiate the MDG Needs Assessment, a Scoping Mission comprising of 10 experts from the UNDP Regional Centres in Colombo and Bangkok and experts from UNICEF, UNFPA and WHO has been fielded for a 10-day mission. The mission is led by Mr. Omar Noman, UNDP Regional Advisor on MDGs. The Scoping mission is expected to assist the Royal Government in drawing up a draft Action Plan for the needs assessment initiative which will identify institutional arrangements, define priority sectors and areas, and highlight future areas for technical support. 
Once finalized, the MDG Needs Assessment report will provide comprehensive and flexible financial models and policy recommendations. These can be used by the Government and its partners to discuss development scenarios for achieving the MDGs, as well as estimates of resource needs from the Government and donor sources.

As part of the Scoping Mission, the workshop today is being convened by the Planning Commission to present and facilitate initial discussions with multi-stakeholders on the details of the MDG Assessment objectives, priorities for costing and also define roles and responsibilities of relevant stakeholders. 

I would also like to mention here that, coinciding with the workshop, key findings and recommendations of the recently published report titled “Macroeconomics of Poverty Reduction: The Case Study of Bhutan”, will be presented to the stakeholders. This independent Report commissioned by the Regional UNDP Centre is the first comprehensive work in the area of poverty reduction in Bhutan. It provides concise description of the specific challenges to poverty alleviation in Bhutan and is expected to provide useful analysis in the preparation of its 10th Five Year Plan, which as mentioned earlier focuses on poverty reduction as its main objective.
Before I conclude, I would like to commend the Secretary, Planning Commission and his Secretariat staff for so effectively taking the lead in forwarding the MDG related agenda in the country in general, and for the preparations of this workshop in particular. Judging by the participation level in this workshop it is clear that furthering the progress towards the achievement of the MDG goals and targets is high on the development agenda of all the Government agencies as well as Bhutan’s development partners. 

May I conclude now by wishing every one here a very useful and interesting session this morning. 
Thank you and Tashi Delek.
