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Hon’ble Secretaries, 

Dashos, 

Representatives of Handicraft Institutions, 

Other Stakeholders and Interested Parties from the World of Handicrafts in Bhutan,  
Artisans and Designers,
Ladies and Gentlemen – GOOD MORNING 
I am very pleased to be here today for the opening of the SEAL of Excellence Workshop organized by the Ministry of Trade and Industry. This marks an important step in raising the bar on quality, design and innovation for handicrafts here in Bhutan. 
As you probably have already heard, in 2005, Bhutan participated in this programme by submitting 4 items for the SEAL. Of the 4 items, 2 were awarded the SEAL. This is significant because it was Bhutan’s first submission and participation in this programme. Congratulations! 
This represents a mile-stone in handicraft development here in Bhutan which needs to be capitalized upon by producers with the active support of the Government. More exposure to such achievements through marketing and publicity can facilitate further growth of the sector.

As such, we view the organization of this workshop as a positive step by the Government in facilitating and supporting the further development of handicraft work as a viable and effective means of livelihood and of poverty alleviation. The private sector needs to make the most of such support to continue making improvements in areas such as design, marketing and quality assurance.
The UN is a large family with many members specializing in particular areas of work. In this case, it is noteworthy to mention that we have been able to combine two areas of work – development and culture -- from two UN agencies – UNDP and UNESCO - to come together to help execute this programme here in Bhutan. This is one of the unique features of the UN where holistic support can be extended in order to bring larger impact and greater benefits to people and institutions. 
Finally, I personally look forward to more handicrafts products here in Bhutan obtaining the UNESCO SEAL of Excellence. This will help the handicraft sector developing into a vibrant industry benefiting Bhutanese from both urban as well as rural areas of the country. 
THANK YOU AND TASHI DELEK ! 
