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Your Majesty, Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck, Queen of Bhutan

Hon’ble Speaker

Hon’ble Lyonpos

Excellencies, Ambassadors

Dashos/Aums

Representatives of Partner Organisation

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a tremendous honour for me to have been asked to address this august gathering.  The honour is matched only by the immense pleasure I have to address Your Majesty and Your Excellencies, on a subject so close to my heart and yours – Bhutan’s exquisite  textile tradition and Bhutanese artistic talent.

The Annual Textile Festival is a very special event, to which we all look forward with great anticipation each year.  At this Festival, not only is the beauty of one of Bhutan’s high art forms celebrated, providing immense aesthetic pleasure for all who participate, but in so doing we also honour and support weavers and design artists, mostly modest, simple women from around the country who create these masterpieces often without even knowing how special they are.  So it is a double satisfaction, a double reward, to know that in feasting our eyes on the beautiful textile creations of  Bhutan, we are also helping them to improve their livelihoods.

Behind this wonderful festival is, of course, a very special person. 

None of this would have been possible without our patron of the Bhutanese textile tradition: Her Majesty Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck.  It has been her love for Bhutanese textiles and her vision of how the art could be both preserved and enhanced that has inspired so many weavers around the country to continue their work and to surpass themselves. It was her inspiration and hard work that led to the establishment of one of Thimphu’s most frequented landmarks – the Textile Museum. And it is her commitment and foresight that is catapulting Bhutanese textiles to a whole new dimension of global appreciation through the establishment of the Bhutan Textile Academy.  We extend our warmest and most grateful thanks to Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck, whose inspiration and enthusiasm have an infectious way of exciting all those around her to try to do more for this noble cause.

The Annual Textile Festival has many interlocking objectives.  In addition to the overall aim of promoting Bhutanese textile/traditions to the general public, it provides a forum for artisans to exhibit and sell their work, opportunities for weavers to demonstrate their skills, to receive cash prizes and publicity, and it provides a conducive environment for the exchange of ideas on techniques, designs and marketing. 

It was through the annual Textile Festivals that Her Majesty derived the idea of promoting contemporary designs in addition to the ever popular traditional weaves.  The National Design Competition was thus born in 2001, along with a fashion show to show-case the products in a lively manner.   These have now become a mainstay of the Festival and have encouraged many youth and budding designers to come forth with their creations.

I cannot continue without recognizing the enormous talent and dedication of the Textile Museum staff -- in particular, the Director, Mr. Singay Dorji, the Curator, Ms.Tshering Uden, and the Research Officer, Mr. Kuenzang Tobgay. My sincerest thanks also goes to the officials of the Department of Culture, Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs for extending their helpful advice and valuable support to this event.

 The Textile Festival is made possible through the Museum’s outreach programmes to women across the country.  Proceeds from the Festival will be used to establish a weaving centre managed by the Museum, that will provide jobs and training particularly for rural women, interested in pursuing the art of weaving as a career.

This year, the Textile Festival organisers kindly consented to allow the UN system to join them with our Youth Art Exhibit commemorating the 60th anniversary of the UN.  Yes, the UN is 60 years old this year – it happens to the best of us.

The UN’s Youth Art Exhibit on the theme is a collaborative project between  the UN System in Bhutan and VAST – the Voluntary Artists Studio in Thimphu. The exhibit showcases the work of the United Nations and its efforts to make this world a safer, healthier and better place – as seen through the eyes of the young Bhutanese artists.  

It promotes children’s creativity, through visual depiction of their hopes and aspirations for the world body.  More than eighty students aged between eight and eighteen years, all members of VAST, have participated in the artwork, a selection of which has been arranged for your viewing pleasure.  

This art exhibit would not have been possible without the strong support of VAST members led by Azha Kama Wangdi, nor of course without VAST’s budding young artists.   We thank them all for making this 60th birthday of the UN so memorable.

Before concluding, I wish to underscore that almost every artistic work or event in Bhutan has deep symbolic meaning.  In this spirit, may I share with you a stirring verse by French poet and songwriter, Yves Duteil, who wrote:  “Life is an ephemeral thread that each of us weaves in his own manner, according to his own talent, since the beginning of time…”   As we admire and appreciate  Bhutan’s best weaves today, may we all strive to weave our own lives as beautifully, as harmoniously offering as much joy and inspiration to those around us.

Your Majesty, once again please accept our immense gratitude for gracing this morning’s inauguration of the 2005 Textile Festival and the UN Youth Art Exhibition. 

I wish you all happy viewing, happy and wise weaving of your lives, and, last but not least, happy shopping!

Thank you and Tashi Delek
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