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Distinguished Guests, Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen.
Accept my heart-felt greetings for a very Happy New Year – 2009. I hope 2009 will bring you and your families’ everlasting peace, joy and happiness. 

I am very pleased to be here today at the closing ceremony of the Regional Workshop on Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs) Risk Reduction Initiative in the Himalayas. 

I understand that, among others, this workshop has provided a platform to practitioners from the disaster management, climate change, and environmental management community to share knowledge and experiences with regard to Glacial Lakes Outburst Floods risk mitigation and that it has helped develop holistic strategies for addressing the same. 

As an international forum for building consensus and negotiating agreements, the UN is tackling global problems like climate change, ozone layer depletion, toxic waste, loss of forests and species, and air and water pollution. Unless these problems are addressed, markets and economies will not be sustainable in the long term, as environmental losses are depleting the natural “capital” on which growth and human survival are based.

While countries in the region are on track in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, a natural hazard can easily erode the development gains, and compromise prospects for achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. We therefore have to ensure that countries are well prepared to go through a major natural disaster so that the impact on development achievements is minimized.

As we all know, less developed nations and communities are likely to face the brunt of climate change impacts than the developed ones – thus we have the added responsibility of formulating coordinated and comprehensive risk mitigation and preparedness strategies.

It is important that we recognize the need to focus on community-based mitigation measures to address the adverse impacts of climate change, and I am told some work has already progressed under the regional project. I am happy to note that the UN, led by the UNDP has been supporting the Government at the national, local level as well as at the community level  to address the risks posed by glacial lake outburst floods. 

Workshops such as this will not only help us take stock of ongoing community based approaches for GLOF risk mitigation and preparedness, but will help identify the gaps and limitations, which can be addressed jointly by the Governments and the UN. The lessons learnt from this regional project through piloting community-based GLOF risk mitigation and preparedness approaches will help support all stakeholders, both at the national as well as at the regional level in developing sustained initiatives aimed at helping the communities and key national agencies to prevent climate change induced GLOF disasters. 

Let me take the opportunity to express the gratitude of UN and the Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR), for the pro-active support extended by various ministries/departments and agencies of the respective Governments of participating countries.

I would also like to acknowledge the financing support provided by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) for the project activities in Bhutan, Nepal, India and Pakistan. 

We look forward to working closely with you in the future. Let me also thank all the representatives of the participating countries and experts in the field for coming all the way to Bhutan to attend this regional workshop. 

Finally, on behalf of all UN agencies in Bhutan, I would like to re-affirm our commitment to continue to help promote sustainable development and build disaster resilience both at the central as well as at the community level.

Thank you and Tashi Delek.
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