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Your Majesty, Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck,
Dasho Dr. Gado Tshering, Secretary for Ministry of Health
Dasho Dzhongda, Dzongkhag officials, Gups,
Other distinguished Guests, UN Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen
It is a great honour for me to be here today on behalf of the UN System in Bhutan, to commemorate the World AIDS Day in Zhemgang. 
Today, as we commemorate the 21st anniversary of World Aids Day, we pay tribute to the leaders in communities and nations who have promoted greater awareness and action in addressing the HIV/AIDS epidemic.
During the past 20 years, progress has been made in delivering prevention, treatment and care and reducing the stigma and discrimination faced by people living with HIV.  However, much more needs to be done to keep the promises that have been made.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic is spreading rapidly throughout the world, posing a real threat to the human race.  Today, 33 million people live with HIV. 4.7 million live in Asia alone. Each year another 2.7 million become infected globally, while 2 million people die due to AIDS. 
In 2008, around 430,000 children were born with HIV.  At the end of 2008 there were 2.1 million children under 15 living with HIV. Of the total people infected with HIV, around 40% are young people. 
These figures speak for themselves and reminds us that HIV/AIDS is a major threat facing humankind. 
While HIV prevalence remains low in Bhutan, the epidemic cuts across all sections of society, putting every Bhutanese women, men and children at risk. As of 2008, there were 160 detected cases in Bhutan and we await the updated figures. While the major mode of transmission is through heterosexual, contact there are reported cases of HIV transmission through Intravenous drug use (less than 2 %) among young people.  Although the exact magnitude of drug abuse is not known, there are indications that the drug abuse problem is on the rise.  

According to the epidemiological data of the reported HIV cases, about 30% of detected cases are young Bhutanese less than 25 years, out of which majority are girls. The youth population between the ages of 15-24 is highly affected by the epidemic in Bhutan.  
In the light of this evidence, let us recommit ourselves to addressing  AIDS crises and let us reaffirm our own commitment to confront and defeat this disease once and for all. 
The Theme for this year’s World Aids Day is “Universal Access and Human Rights”. We know today that HIV not only is deeply linked to development challenges, particularly the conditions of poverty and social exclusion. But we also know that the risk of being infected with HIV and violations of human rights often go hand in hand, including discrimination against women and marginalized groups such as sex workers, people who inject drugs and men who have sex with men. HIV infection and AIDS also frequently foster human rights violations such as further discrimination and violence. 
We can only make the AIDS response more effective by promoting and protecting human rights, and advancing education and gender equality, especially for the most vulnerable and most at risk populations.

And we must continue to strive for greater access to prevention and treatment. According to WHO, 60% of those who require ART lack access to therapy.

Your Majesty, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank Your Majesty for your continued selfless efforts.  Through your work as UNFPA Good Will Ambassador, you have raised the national awareness on reproductive health and HIV/AIDS, and broken the silence surrounding gender-based violence. You have been a source of inspiration for many people in remote communities of Bhutan.  

Let me also commend the Royal Government of Bhutan for demonstrating a strong political commitment to preventing and controlling the spread of HIV.  The National Strategic Plan for Prevention and Control of Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) and HIV/AIDS is a true demonstration of the Royal Government of Bhutan’s commitment in combating the AIDS epidemic.  
Indeed, this strategic plan provides us with clear direction for prevention programs to be targeted at those members of Bhutanese society who may be at increased risk of HIV transmission, including the youths.
Your Majesty, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Despite all differences, humankind is one family. Let me therefore, today, on World AIDS Day, end by reiterating the commitment of the UN system in Bhutan to join others in calling for intensified action to achieve universal access to prevention, care and support and respect for human rights for all. 
We are committed to supporting the Royal Government in halting the HIV epidemic by working together and making changes together.  It means changing from exclusion to inclusion, from indifference to responsibility, from fear to hope.
THANK YOU AND TASHI DELEK
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