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Your Majesty, Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck,

Executive Secretary, Thimphu Throm, Dasho Dzhongda, Dzongkhag officials, Gups,

Distinguished Guests, UN Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to be here today on behalf of the UN system in Bhutan, to commemorate the International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women and the 30th Anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 

Allow me to start by quoting the Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund, Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, who defines the importance of this day in these terms: 

“In the 16 days leading up to Human Rights Day and every day, let us come together to demand an end to the most pervasive yet least reported human right abuse in the world.  Let us all take a stand and say loud and clear ‘No to violence against women’.”

Human Rights Day will be celebrated on 10th of December; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights took place already 60th years. 

However, violence against women and girls is one of the most widespread violations of human rights. It can include physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse, and it cuts across boundaries of age, race, culture, wealth and geography.  It takes place in the home, on the streets, in schools, the workplace, in farm fields, during conflicts and crises. It has many manifestations — from the most universally prevalent forms of domestic and sexual violence, to harmful practices, abuse during pregnancy.

Around the world, as many as 1 in 3 women has been beaten, forced into sex or, abused in some other way – most often someone she knows including by her husband or another male family member: 1 woman in 4 has been abused during pregnancy.

Violence against women and girls has far-reaching consequences, harming families and communities. Gender-based violence not only violates human rights, but also hampers productivity, reduces human capital and undermines economic growth. The economic costs of violence against women are considerable, with high cost of medical care and productivity loss due to intimate partner violence. Related to Gender based violence is furthermore a higher incidence of HIV/Aids and more deaths of mother in childbirths.

Your Majesty, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

As long as Gender Based Violence exists, our hope of making this world a peaceful one appears unachievable. We must therefore completely eradicate Gender Based Violence.

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, also known as CEDAW was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 30 years ago, on 18th December 1979, as an international human rights treaty for women. Since then the situation of women all over the world has improved enormously.  However, we still see persistent difference and discrimination despite international commitments made on equality and the general recognition that women’s rights are human rights.  Yet, there are an enormous numbers of women who are denied their rights – whether it is the right of inheritance or the right to be free from violence.

Your Majesty, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is significant and heartening to note that the Royal Government of Bhutan recognizes the importance of eliminating violence against women, and endeavoring to eliminate all forms of discrimination and the Constitution of the Kingdom of Bhutan (art 9, Sec.17) clearly states that: 

(quote) “The State shall endeavour to take appropriate measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination and exploitation against women including trafficking, prostitution, abuse, violence, harassment and intimidation at work in both public and private spheres” (unquote)

Bhutan has invested in founding of organizations such as NCWC, RENEW and Taryana. Allow me to reiterate that the efforts which both governmental and non governmental  organizations jointly have invested in awareness programmes addressing violence in remote communities across the countries is highly enriching. 

I would in this regard like to pay tribute to Your Majesty’s continued selfless efforts. Through your work for RENEW and UNFPA you have inspired every man and woman to come forward and be the agent of change. Your interactions with Bhutanese men and women across the country make them understand the importance of ending gender based violence and of empowering marginalized women and girls is invaluable. We cannot thank you enough for this support.

It is also inspiring to see that the National Commission for Women and Children has finalized the first draft of the Domestic Violence Bill which will be tabled soon. The bill is central for Bhutan to continue its efforts making real the commitments declared in the CEDAW.

Ladies and Gentlemen

I would like also to thank each of you who have joined us here today for your support to eliminate Gender Based Violence. If we wish to achieve Gross National Happiness each of us have to take a personal responsibility to stop violence against women. It is through such actions we can become agents of change and thus contribute to making Bhutan a happier place for everyone.

Let me end by quoting the UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, who has underlined that: 

quote "All of us – men and women, soldiers and peacekeepers, citizens and leaders – have a responsibility to help end violence against women.  States must honour their commitments to prevent violence, bring perpetrators to justice and provide redress to victims. And each of us must speak out in our families, workplaces and communities, so that acts of violence against women cease.”  (unquote). 

As we commemorate this day, let us all commit ourselves as individuals, policy makers and organizations to promote the rights of women and girls to enjoy a life of health, dignity and equal opportunity to make this world a better place to live and achieve the national vision of Gross National Happiness. 

THANK YOU AND TASHI DELEK
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