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On the Occasion of United Nations Day 
24 October 2009
Hon’ble  Foreign Minister, Lyonpo Ugyen Tshering; 

Venerable Tsugla Lopen, from the Central Monastic Body;

Hon’ble Lyonpos;

Dashos;  
Officials of the Royal Government;
Representatives from the donor community;

UN colleagues;
Distinguished Guests;
Ladies and gentlemen;
On this 24 October 2009, we celebrate the foundation of the United Nations. UN Day is a special occasion for every member of the United Nations family and for everyone who believes in the ideals of human rights, justice and social progress and the aim of building a more tolerant and peaceful world. On behalf of the United Nations, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the Royal Government for this symbolic ceremony of the lighting of butter lamps and prayers for world peace and prosperity. It reaffirms Bhutan’s commitment to the ideals enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the country’s own pledge towards peace and happiness.
Although the UN’s role in peacekeeping, peace building, conflict prevention and humanitarian assistance tends to capture the news, the United Nations System, with its complement of Departments, Agencies, Funds and Programmes, works on a broad range of issues that are central to the advancement of mankind. These vary from sustainable development and the protection of our environment; to promoting democratic governance and human rights; and fostering economic and social development. 
Having emerged from the suffering of the Second World War, the United Nations has for over six decades provided an international meeting place, where both developed and developing countries can work together to promote peace, security and economic and social development. Through the work of the UN organisations and its member states, a global society has emerged, guided by the respect for universal values and codified by international law. As the Hon’ble Lyonpo has already said; the UN has grappled with uniquely global problems which cannot be adequately addressed by any one country alone but require cooperative efforts, such as the global financial and economic crisis or the threats posed by climate change.  In these situations, the poorest are hit the hardest; and the United Nations continues to support developing countries’ capacity to address these global challenges. 
In his UN Day message, the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has said (quote) “People look to the United Nations to defeat poverty and hunger, to keep the peace, to expand education and stand up for human rights in every corner of the globe.  They look to us to stop the spread of deadly weapons and disease, and to protect people and families hit by disasters” (unquote). The UN with the support of its member States has made progress in many of these areas. However, there is still a long way to go to cover the gap between commitment and action.  
In this context, echoing the words of the Hon’ble Foreign Minister, it is appropriate to reflect on the privileged relationship that the United Nations has had with Bhutan since its accession to the Organization in September 1971. The United Nations has been associated with almost every sphere of social, economic and human development in Bhutan, as well as with the unique concept of Gross national happiness – which relates well to the ideals of the UN for a better world built on common understandings, cooperation and compassion. 
Over the years, Bhutan has made major strides in achieving socio-economic progress. School net enrollment has increased to more than 87% and health coverage sustained at 90%. Bhutan has made resolute progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals in a relatively short period of time, and is potentially on track on most of the Millennium Development Goals. Reducing malnutrition among children and halving the number of people without access to safe drinking water or improved sanitation, for example, have already been realized, and Bhutan’s poverty target is set above and beyond the MDGs.
However, there are, as we know, Millennium Development targets that require continued attention, such as the recent increase
 in food poverty, gender disparities in tertiary education, low representation of women in parliament and in public decision making processes, and a high maternal mortality rate. Measures to address these challenges are included in the Government’s 10th Five Year Plan, and the Royal Government of Bhutan is to be commended for its commitment to address them.  
We are indeed going through a time of extraordinary challenge globally. The global financial, economic and climate change crises threaten to undo the gains we have made thus far. The devastating earthquake that struck eastern Bhutan in September, the following wind storms and fire, and the floods caused by cyclone Aila in May, could set back development achievements. I would like to once again on behalf of the United Nations family take a moment to express my heartfelt condolences and sympathy to those affected by the earthquake. These are difficult times and the UN system in Bhutan has been engaged in the emergency response with the concerned authorities to ease the plight of the people who have been affected. I would like to reiterate the continued support of the UN system, in close cooperation with the World Bank, in supporting the early recovery and reconstruction efforts. 
The damage that climate change can inflict on human and economic development is evident from disasters such as these that have damaged vital infrastructure. If we do not bring climate change adaptation right into the heart of our development efforts, we are compromising their outcome. 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: 

Despite being a small, landlocked country with limited human resources, Bhutan's status as an active and responsible member of the organization has gained prominence through its involvement in the numerous bodies of the Organization. Bhutan has held many important functions, such as the Vice Presidency of the UN General Assembly, and the Presidency of the Trade and Development Board.
Also, Bhutan’s engagement with the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, where member states are expected seal an ambitious deal on climate change; Bhutan’s assumption of the Presidency of SAARC in April next year, and the regional conference on Deepening and Sustaining Democracy in Asia recently concluded in Paro further illustrate the country’s commitment to foster common solutions to regional and global challenges. 
Taking this opportunity, I would like to place on record my heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to the Royal Government and in particular to His Excellency the Prime Minister for his personal engagement in the Democracy Conference. 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: 

Looking ahead, the successful implementation of the objectives of the 10th Five-year plan is of paramount importance in reaffirming people’s faith in parliamentary democracy. The 10th Plan itself has ambitious targets with the overarching goal of poverty reduction and the implementation of MDG-based initiatives. Bhutan’s unique long term vision of Gross National Happiness (GNH) and it core pillars is seamlessly aligned with the MDGs; the combined emphases of GNH and MDG targets have strengthened Bhutan’s plans and programmes for sustainable development.
Furthermore, the UN Reform agenda of greater coherence among members of the UN family, and the Aid Effectiveness agenda that puts priority on national ownership and capacity, are a reality in Bhutan: the UN implements a common Action Plan subscribed to by both resident and non-resident UN agencies in support of the objectives of the 10th plan.

 In this manner, the UN System in Bhutan is taking forward the objective of Delivering as One for a more efficient and effective support to the people of Bhutan.  
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: 

UN Day is traditionally the occasion to bring awareness of the UN to different parts of the country. This year, today’s commemoration is also taking place in Paro, where students from Paro and Haa Dzongkhags are participating in the finals of the annual Inter-school Quiz competition on Bhutan and the UN. A similar quiz event is being held in Mongar.
Following this profoundly meaningful ceremony, we have planned a simple launch event of a book titled “Voices of Children on Poverty’, a joint publication of the Ministry of Education and the UN System in Bhutan. I would like to extend my invitation to all of you present here to join us for this event at the UN House courtyard this morning, at 11:00.
Let me conclude by conveying to the Government of Bhutan the full support and cooperation of the United Nations in all its development efforts. We look forward to continuing our collaboration with the Government, with NGOs, and civil society to help the poor and the vulnerable. 

In the words of the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, (quote) “On this United Nations Day and every day throughout the year, the United Nations is at work – for the planet, for jobs, for “we the peoples”.  Let us stand more united than ever – united in purpose and united in action to make the world a safer, better place” (unquote).
Thank You and Tashi Delek.
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