Brief statement by the UN Resident Coordinator a.i.
Informal training Workshop on Resource Efficiency and Sustainable Consumption & Production on 14 to 16 January 2009

On behalf of the UN system in Bhutan, I would like to extend a warm welcome to colleagues from the districts for making yourself available for this training workshop. Your presence here today indicates the important role that you have in ensuring Bhutan’s commitment towards an efficient use of resources through sustainable consumption and production practises.

Human activities are the primary cause of climate change – leading to global environment problems, which unfortunately affects less developed countries the most. 
The United Nations is working to solve these global environmental problems. As an international forum for building consensus and negotiating agreements, the UN is tackling global problems like climate change, ozone layer depletion, toxic waste, loss of forests and species, and air and water pollution. Unless these problems are addressed, markets and economies will not be sustainable in the long term, as environmental losses are depleting the natural “capital” on which growth and human survival are based. 
The 192 members of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change are negotiating a long-term agreement that would both guide countries in reducing emissions that contribute to climate change and help countries adapt to its effects. The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and other UN agencies have been at the forefront in raising awareness.
Environment sustainability and disaster risk management is one of five priority areas of UN system support to the Royal Government during the 10th Plan. My colleague Karma will be making a brief presentation to you on UN’s support to the environment sector and our collective effort to ensure a sustainable environment and help Bhutan mitigate and cope with disasters. 
Environment conservation is one of the pillars of Bhutan’s development philosophy of Gross National Happiness. And Indeed, Bhutan has been in the forefront on initiatives to promote environment conservation. It is a privilege for the UN to be associated with Bhutan’s efforts throughout the past decades and in future towards achieving this noble vision set by the highest level of leadership of the country.
In the past, we could safely say that as long as we keep the environment intact, for example, maintaining 72% forest cover and expanding protected areas for conservation of biodiversity, we can continue enjoying the same environment to live in both for the present and future generations. 
However, we are now increasingly aware that the people of Bhutan would not be spared the adverse effects of climate change such as the melting of glaciers, water insecurity for agriculture and hydropower sectors, the loss of ecosystem and spread of killing diseases like malaria. 
So this workshop is timely to start taking proactive measures to help us promote and ensure sustained economic growth.  Sustainable consumption and production in a nut shell calls on us to “Think Globally, Act Locally”. Global environmental problems can turn into action only by considering ecological and economic differences of our local surroundings. Ecological consciousness should begin at home.
I would like to thank our colleagues from UNEP for their technical support in organizing this workshop, which will help our DEOs, who are the forerunners for environment conservation at the local level to take forward this message to the local community and ensure its implementation in the national and sectoral development policies and programmes.

Let me conclude by reiterating the continued support and commitment of the United Nations to work closely with the Royal Government of Bhutan in its efforts to ensure sustained economic growth. I wish you all a fruitful and happy workshop.

Thank you & tashi delek.
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