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Honourable Minister for Education Lyonpo T. S Powdyel, 

Mr. Ajay Chhibber, UN Assistant Secretary-General and Regional Director, UNDP, 

Venerable monks from the Central Monastic Body, 

Secretaries, Dashos, ladies and gentlemen
On behalf of the UN system in Bhutan, I would like to welcome all of you to this forum, where we have an opportunity to take stock of Bhutan’s progress towards the Millennium Development Goals.

First agreed at the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000 by 189 Governments, the MDGs have provided a global framework to measure the world’s progress to reduce poverty by 2015. They reflect our common vision for building a better world in the 21st century, freeing humankind from hunger, illiteracy, disease, disempowerment and environmental degradation.
Unfortunately many countries across the world are unlikely to meet the MDGs. Bhutan is among the few countries that have been making impressive progress, despite the many challenges it faces as a landlocked developing country. As you will note from the Report, Bhutan has already achieved three of the MDG indicators and is on track to meet most of the other targets by 2015. This success story of Bhutan can be attributed to the strong political will and commitment of the Government in integrating the MDGs into the national planning framework. Furthermore, the Millennium Declaration is guided by the universal values of freedom, equality, tolerance, respect for nature and shared responsibilities – ideals which are integral to Bhutan’s development approach of Gross National Happiness. It is this synergy and integration that has helped pave the way for Bhutan’s progress in the MDGs.
Having said that, there are certain targets that require greater attention over the next few years.  These include further reducing income poverty, increasing employment, addressing high maternal mortality rates and ensuring higher numbers of girls enter tertiary education. (I hope there will be an opportunity to discuss these after the presentation). The global food and financial crisis and the adverse impact of climate change are other pressing concerns that could detract the long-term efforts to achieve the MDGs, if not addressed on time.  
During my tenure here in Bhutan over the last three years, I have been truly impressed by the commitment of the Government in taking forward the agenda of human development and the MDGs. The MDG Needs Assessment and Costing exercise that the Government conducted in June 2006 with support of the UN agencies provides a detailed assessment of what the country requires in terms of financial, human and institutional resources and policy reforms to meet the MDGs by 2015. It estimates that Bhutan will need to increase public investment by around USD 2.5 billion between 2006 and 2015 if it is to implement prioritized activities identified in the report for achieving the MDGs and the Tenth Five Year Plan (2008-2013).
I would like to re-affirm the continued support of the United Nations in this endeavour. With your committed efforts, I am confident that we can make the MDGs a reality – so that we can someday look back and say that the period 2000-2015 was one during which the world meant business for development and hope.

Thank you & Tashi Delek.
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