Statement by Dr. HSB Tennakoon, Country Representative, WHO on the occasion of the finals of the UN Bhutan Inter-school quiz programme, 24th October, 2009
Shari HSS, Paro

Hon’ble chief guest , Mr Wangchuk Rabten, Chief Curriculum Officer, CAPSS
Representatives from the Dzongkhag administrations of Haa & Paro
Principals, teachers and students

It is an honour to be here in Paro this morning to participate in the celebration of the United Nations Day, and to be among you the UN quiz participants and organizers. Today’s quiz is a prized annual event, which till date has covered more than forty lower and middle secondary schools from nine districts across the country.
UN Day is a special occasion for every member of the United Nations family and for everyone who believes in the ideals of our Organization.

The United Nations is a global forum of member countries that join together to work for peace and development. It has grown from 51 founding members in 1945 to 192 member countries today (the last country to join was Monetnegro in 2006). All of these countries, rich and poor, with differing political views and social systems have a voice and a vote.

Bhutan’s association with the United Nations began in 1971 and over the years our partnership has grown. Today, the UN, through its various funds, programmes and agencies is associated with almost every sphere of the social, economic and human development efforts of Bhutan.  
Over the years, Bhutan has made major strides in achieving socio-economic progress, with school net enrollment having increased to more than 87% and health coverage sustained at 90%. Bhutan has made resolute progress in achieving the MDGs in a relatively short period of time - if we compare these statistics to the situation at the time of accession to the UN - and is potentially on track on most of them. Reducing malnutrition among children and halving the number of people without access to safe drinking water or improved sanitation, for example, have already been realized and Bhutan’s poverty target is set above and beyond the MDGs.

However, we do have certain Millennium Development Targets in Bhutan that require our common attention.  Food poverty has recently increased, and we need to jointly ensure that all families in Bhutan have access to healthy and affordable food. We also need to make sure that boys & girls have access to schools and men & women are equally represented in the Bhutanese society. 
Another Millennium Development target that still needs our attention is the maternal mortality rate. The number of women who die in Bhutan due to complications during pregnancy and birth is declining. But we still have to work towards ensuring that no woman loses her life and no family loses its mother because of complications related to pregnancy.  
Youth unemployment is also a well known emerging challenge, which the Government and the UN family in Bhutan have identified as a key priority area. The current statistics indicate that 12.9% of the youth is unemployed. This is an increase of 3% over a period of two years. We need to continue to deepen our understanding of this challenge and address it together.
 Although the areas that require attention may sound many, they are certainly within our ability to address. I say this with confidence as I acknowledge the strong commitment of the current Government which has embarked on an ambitious 10th five year plan that includes targets above and beyond the MDGs. I would, however, like to take this opportunity to remind you, the children of Bhutan, that addressing these issues is not only the responsibility of the Government and the UN. You, as citizens of Bhutan, also have the responsibility to act respectfully and contribute to the development of the country.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bhutan has this year experienced more than its fair share of natural disasters; the May rains and floods, the devastating earthquake in September, the subsequent wind storms and the fires. Many lives have been lost; and significant damages have been incurred in schools, Basic health units, dzongs, monasteries, chortens, Gups offices, RNR centres including more than 4,614 homes. On behalf of the United Nations family, I would like to express my heartfelt condolences and sympathy to those affected by this year’s disasters, and I would like to reiterate the continued support of the UN, which stands ready with immediate help when called upon by the Government in times of disasters.
Distinguished guests, 
As we mark UN Day here with this programme, senior government officials and representatives from the UN are taking part in the lighting of a thousand butter lamps and prayers for world peace and security at the Tashichhodzong this morning. It reminds us of the very reasons for the foundation of the United Nations sixty-four years ago. It is a moment to reflect on our past, enjoy the achievements accomplished and reflect and renew our efforts to world development.  
Today, a quiz programme is also being organized among students in Mongar centred on statistics and their implication in addressing social and economic development.  And a book titled “Voices of Children on Poverty”, a joint publication of the Ministry of Education and the UN System in Bhutan, is being launched in Thimphu. This book is a compilation of students’ opinions on poverty illustrated by a drawing, following a nationwide competition organized earlier this month. I hope some of you have been able to participate in it.
Let me end by expressing my deepest gratitude to the Ministry of Education and the Paro and Haa Dzongkhags for helping us organize this programme. I would especially like to mention here the District Education Officials, teachers and students who tirelessly worked to make this program a success. 
May the UN and its member States, who make the organization what it is, live up to the expectations raised at its founding – the expectations of the people of the world, the people for whom the United Nations exists to serve. 
In the words of the UN Secretary General Ban Ki moon, “On this United Nations Day and every day throughout the year, the United Nations is at work -- for the planet, for jobs, for “we the peoples”.  Let us stand more united than ever – united in purpose and united in action to make the world a safer, better place.”

Thank you & Tashi Delek
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